Education in Marin County on the
American Human Development Index
A Portrait of Marin is an in-depth look at how the residents of Marin County are faring in three fundamental
areas of life: health, access to knowledge, and living standards. The Marin report, part of the Measure of
America series, examines the surprisingly large disparities within the county among different neighborhoods as
well as along the lines of race, ethnicity, and gender. The analysis is based on the American Human
Development Index, a composite measure of well-being and opportunity. The Marin Community Foundation
commissioned this work to provide a holistic framework for understanding and addressing complex issues facing
the residents of Marin County.
MARIN EDUCATION FINDINGS
BY GEOGRAPHY
•

The top five geographic
areas on the Index in terms
of education are all in the
Strawberry–Homestead and
Valley–Tiburon areas. The
bottom five include Hill
Road
around
Novato
Heights; Downtown Novato,
Pioneer Park, and San Marin
in Novato; Point Reyes
Station, Dillon Beach, and
Tomales; Santa Venetia; and
the Canal Area in San Rafael.

•

Rates of college completion among adults in Marin are extremely high; 54 percent of adults today have
at least a four-year college degree, and graduate-degree attainment is more than twice that of California
as a whole.

MARIN EDUCATION FINDINGS BY RACE AND ETHNICITY
•

Educational attainment for white residents in Marin County is exceptionally high. Twenty-five percent
of adults have a graduate degree, approximately two and a half times the national average for all races.

•

Nationally, Asian Americans perform best in all three areas of the American Human Development Index.
In Marin, however, Asian Americans have lower educational attainment and earnings than whites due to
the proportion of adults who did not complete high school - though they still perform better, on
average, than Asian Americans nationally.

•

African American adults in Marin are somewhat more likely to have
graduated from high school than African Americans nationally (83.2
percent versus 80.7 percent) and have comparable or higher rates of
degree attainment at all other levels of education as well. However, their
rates of bachelor’s and graduate degree attainment are three times lower
than those of white and Asian American residents in Marin.

•

As in the country as a whole, Latino education levels in Marin lag
significantly behind those of the other major ethnic and racial groups.
Latino educational attainment and school enrollment in Marin is about
equal to that of the United States in the mid-1980s. Less than two-thirds
of Latino adults in Marin today have completed high school. Schools
serving the largest proportion of Latino students are typically found in
less affluent areas of the county, where per-pupil spending is significantly
lower than in more affluent areas. At a time when Latinos are the fastest
growing population in the county and country, dedicating the fewest
resources to the neediest students has important implications for Marin’s
future workforce and economic competitiveness.

Education accounts for one-third of the American Human Development Index. It
is computed as a combination of two factors: school enrollment of children and
young adults ages 3 to 24 and educational attainment of adults, using data from
the U.S. Census Bureau. Educational attainment is the highest degree attained by
residents 25 and older. The Index thus provides a snapshot of the access to
knowledge within a population at a given point in time.

